Geographic Names of Iceland’s Glaciers:
Historic and Modern

By Oddur Sigurdsson' and Richard S. Williams, Jr.2

Abstract

Climatic changes and resulting glacier fluctuations alter landscapes. In the
past, such changes were noted by local residents who often documented them in
historic annals; eventually, glacier variations were recorded on maps and scientific
reports. In Iceland, 10 glacier place-names are to be found in Icelandic sagas, and
one of Iceland’s ice caps, SNAFELLSJOKULL, appeared on maps of Iceland
published in the 16th century. In the late 17th century, the first description of eight
of Iceland’s glaciers was written. Therefore, Iceland distinguishes itself in having a
more than 300-year history of observations by Icelanders on its glaciers. A long-term
collaboration between Oddur Sigurdsson and Richard S. Williams, Jr., led to the
authorship of three books on the glaciers of Iceland. Much effort has been devoted
to documenting historical glacier research and related nomenclature and to physical
descriptions of Icelandic glaciers by Icelanders and other scientists from as far back
as the Saga Age to recent (2008) times. The first book, Icelandic Ice Mountains, was
published by the Icelandic Literary Society in 2004 in cooperation with the Icelandic
Glaciological Society and the International Glaciological Society. Icelandic Ice
Mountains, was a glacier treatise written by Sveinn Palsson in 1795 and is the first
English translation of this important scientific document. Icelandic Ice Mountains
includes a Preface, including a summary of the history and facsimiles of page(s)
from the original manuscript, a handwritten copy, and an 1815 manuscript (without
maps and drawings) by Sveinn Palsson on the same subject which he wrote for
Rev. Ebenezer Henderson; an Editor’s Introduction; 82 figures, including facsimiles
of Sveinn Palsson’s original maps and perspective drawings, maps, and photographs
to illustrate the text; a comprehensive Index of Geographic Place-Names and Other
Names in the treatise; References, and 415 Endnotes.

!National Energy Authority, Grensasvegi 9, IS-108 Reykjavik, Iceland.

2U.S. Geological Survey, Woods Hole Science Center, 384 Woods Hole Road,
Woods Hole, MA 02543-1598 U.S.A.
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Professional Paper 1746 (this book) is the second of the three books; it is being
published in both English and Icelandic editions. This book provides information
about all named glaciers in Iceland, historic and modern. Descriptions, with
geographic coordinates, and bibliographic citations to all glacier place-names on
published maps, books, and scientific articles are included. Maps, oblique aerial
photographs, ground photographs, and satellite images document each of the 269
modern named glaciers of Iceland.

The third book, Glaciers of Iceland, is Chapter D of the 11-chapter [volume]
U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper 1386-A—K. Chapter D includes a
1:500,000-scale Map of the Glaciers of Iceland; it is a comprehensive historical
and modern review and assessment of what is currently known about glaciers in
Iceland’s eight Regional Glacier Groups from a review of the scientific litera-
ture and from analysis of maps and remotely sensed data (ground, airborne, and
satellite); topics include geology and geography, climate and climate variability,
types of glaciers, history of glacier variation (including the 21 surge-type glaciers),
and frequency and magnitude of volcanic and lacustrine jokulhlaups.

Introduction

The primary objective of writing this book, the second in a series of three
on the glaciers of Iceland,? was to compile the geographic names of all of the
different types of glaciers of Iceland (table 1) and organize the glacier types into
eight Regional Glacier Groups (fig. 1). This is a modification of the geographic
subdivision of the glacierized regions of Iceland proposed by Rist (1985)
(appendix): Vatnajokull Group, Myrdalsjokull Group, Hofsjokull Group, Langjokull
Group, Snafellsjokull, Vestfjardajoklar, Nordurlandsjoklar, and Austfjardajoklar.
Tables 2-9, with accompanying maps (figs. 2-9), list all of the modern place-names
of Iceland’s 269 glaciers in the eight Regional Glacier Groups that are in current
use (2008) in Iceland, including 14 ice caps, 2 contiguous ice caps, 109 outlet
glaciers, 8 ice-flow basins (HOFSJOKULL), 3 ice streams (Breidamerkurjokull),
55 cirque glaciers, 73 mountain glaciers, and 5 valley glaciers. The 14 named jokul-
hlaup deposits are listed in table 10, with accompanying map (fig. 10). Jokulhlaup
deposits are called “jokull” by local farmers (for example, “Lambajokull” on
Myrdalssandur and “Svartijokull” in the Orzefi district). The 38 named snow patches
(54 percent in Nordurland), including many named by Rist (1985), are listed in
table 11 and in the Alphabetical List of the Glaciers of Iceland. Figures 11-201 are
oblique aerial photographs, ground photographs, and satellite images that illustrate
each of Iceland’s 269 glaciers. For each glacier place-name used in this book,
the preferred modern spelling is shown in bold upper-case letters if an ice cap,
and in bold lower-case letters if an outlet glacier or other type of glacier; names
of 21 surge-type glaciers are bold and underlined (including two ice streams of
Breidoamerkurjokull). Seven other possible surge-type glaciers, on the basis of
anecdotal evidence, are noted. The 2008 total does not include six named glaciers
that have “disappeared” during the second half of the 20th century: three mountain
glaciers that melted completely and two distributary outlet glaciers and one outlet
glacier that receded into their respective ice caps.

3The three books are: Icelandic Ice Mountains (Williams and Sigurdsson, 2004); Geographic Names
of Iceland’s Glaciers: Historic and Modern (this book; 2008); and Glaciers of Iceland, 1 of 11 volumes
in the Satellite Image Atlas of Glaciers of the World series (U.S. Geological Survey Professional Paper
1386-D) (Sigurdsson and Williams, in press). The latter book includes a plate, a 1:500,000-scale Map of
the Glaciers of Iceland, with a 1:250,000-scale inset map of Nordurlandsjoklar.
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Table 1. Classification of types of glaciers in Iceland: Comparison of English and Icelandic glaciological terms.

[--, not classified]

Armstrong and others (1 973) Miiller and others (1977) Johansson (1984)
. (primary (source of Icelandic names:
S " (19630) classification Sigurdur Thorarinsson and
Icelandic English in bold) Helgi Bjoérnsson)

-- -- -- -- hveljokull (plateau glacier)
jokulhetta (Eiriksjokull; jokulhetta ice cap ice cap jokulhvel, hveljokull (ice cap)

Vatnajokull and Myrdalsjokull

are jokulskildir or jokulflakar)
skriojokull (outlet glacier, glacier | skridjokull outlet glacier outlet glacier skridjokull (outlet glacier)

tongue)
breigdjokull (wallsided glacier) jokultunga glacier tongue

(Sidujokull)
falljokull falljokull ice fall ice fall falljokull (ice fall)
rétarjokull rétarjokull piedmont glacier | piedmont glacier rétarjokull (piedmont glacier)
-- strandjokull ice piedmont -- --
meginjokull (Greenland ice sheet) | isbreida, ice sheet continental ice sheet isbreida

jokulbreida (ice sheet)
-- hjarn firn -- hjarn (firn)
-- -- -- ice field isbreida (ice field)
falljokull (daljokull) daljokull valley glacier valley glacier (alpine alpajokull, fjalljokull (alpine glacier)
glacier)
-- daudur jokull | stagnant glacier | -- stadnadur jokull (stagnant glacier)
fonn (snow drift) fonn snow drift, firn - skafi, snjoskafl, skafrenningur
(snow drift)

is (ice) is ice -- j6kulis (glacier ice)
jokull (glacier) jokull glacier -- j6kull (glacier)
-- jokulpilja ice shelf ice shelf jokulpilja (ice shelf)
jOkulrastir (ice streams) jokulrastir ice streams -- --

glacieret and snowfield

fannbreida (snow field)

skafi, hjarnfonn (snow patch)
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Figure 1. A, Map of the eight Regional
Glacier Groups in Iceland (see
tables 2-9).

B, Landsat 5 Thematic Mapper

image mosaic of Iceland showing

the distribution of glaciers (white),
vegetation (green), lightly vegetated
or unvegetated areas, including bare
rock and sediment (various shades of
brown), and water (blue). The image
map (/sland Grédurmynd®), was
published by the National Land Survey
of Iceland (Landmaelingar [slands) in
1993 at an original scale of 1:600,000.
Used with permission: ©National Land
Survey of Iceland, License LO307005.

(NETNEES




Introduction
Table 2. Names of the glaciers of the Vatnajokull group.

[--, not classified]

Modern name Alternative names/spelling variations Historic names

VATNAJOKULL and its outlet glaciers (fig. 2A):

Austurtungnajokull
Axarfellsjokull
Breioamerkurjokull
Brokarjokull
Bruarjokull
Dyngjujokull
Eyjabakkajokull
Eyvindstungnajokull

Falljokull
Fellsarjokull
Fjallsjokull

Flaajokull
Geldingafellsjokull
Gljufursarjokull
Greenalonsjokull

Heinabergsjokull

Hoffellsjokull
Hoélarjokull
Hrutarjokull

Kotarjokull
Kverkjokull
Kverkkvislarjékull
Kviarjokull
Kvislarjokull
Koéldukvislarjokull
Lambatungnajokull
Morsarjokull
Norourtungnajokull
Rjipnabrekkujokull
Rétarfjallsjokull
Sidujokull
Skaftafellsjokull

Skaftarjokull
Skarphédinsjokull

Skyndidalsjokull
Oxarfellsjokull, Axarfjallsjokull, and Axarjokull

Steinajokull
Kistufellsjokull

Sultartungnajékull, Sultartungujokull, and
Halsajokull

Fellsjokull, Brikurjokull, and Pverdrtindsjokull

Arfjallsiokull, Hrutarjokull eystri, and
Eystri Hrutarjokull

Blondujokull (abandoned)

Eystri-Heinabergsjokull, Heinabergsjokull eystri

Rotarfiallsjokull (combined with Rétarfjallsjokull)

Kverkjokull (abandoned)

Fellsjokull (eastern part)

Jokuldalsjokull

Fljotsdalsjokull

Hrutarjokull

Myrajéklar, Myrajokull, Holmsarjokull, and Holsarjokull

Heidnabergsjokull, Heinabergsjoklar,
Heinabergsjokull, and Myrajoklar

Hoffellsdalsjokull
Nordurfellsjokull

Hrutarjokull vestri, Hratarjoklar
Kalfafellsjokull, Kalfafellsjoklar
Flogujokull [S16gujokull]

Nyrori-Skeidararjokull, Skeidararjokull nyrori

Skaptafellsjokull
Skaptarjokull



“BARDARJOKULL,” “BARDHARNUPUR,” and “BARDARGNIPA”
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Table 2. (Continued) Names of the glaciers of the Vatnajokull group.

Modern name Alternative names/spelling variations Historic names

Skalafellsjokull Vestri-Heinabergsjokull, Heinabergsjokull vestri, Heinabergsjoklar, Heinabergsjokull
and Heinabergsjokull vestari

Skeidararjokull -- -
Stigarjokull -- -
Storhéfoajokull -- -
Sudurfjallsjokull -- -
Svinafellsjokull -- -
Svinafellsjokull -- -
Sylgjujékull - -
Tungnarjokull Tungnaarjékull, Tungnarjoklar --

VATNAJOKULL - AUSTURJOKLAR, AUSTURJOKULL,
GRIMSVATNAJOKULL, and KLOFAJOKULL

Vesturdalsjokull -- -
Vioborosjokull - -
Virkisjokull Falljékull vestari --

Contiguous ice cap:

ORAFAJOKULL - HNAPPAFELLSJOKULL, HNAPPAVALLAJOKLAR,
HNAPPAVALLAJOKULL,
KNAPPAFELLSJOKULL, SANDFELLSJOKULL, and
JOKULL
Other glaciers:
Birnudalsjokull Birnujokull --
Skrekkur - -

Internal ice domes:

“BARDARBUNGA” “BARPARJOKULL,” “BARDHARNUPUR,” and  --
“BARDARGNIPA”

“BREIDABUNGA” -

“HAABUNGA” “JOKULBUNGA” -

Named ice streams of BREIDAMERKURJOKULL:

Esjufiallajokull - —
Mavabyggoajokull -- -
Nordlingaleedarjokull -- -

Historic ice-margin names:

Heinabergsjokull -- -
Herdubreidarjokull - -
Hornafjardarjokull Hornafjardarjoklar -
Kalfafellsjokull -- -
Lonsjokull Loénjokull --
Myrajokull Myrajoklar -

Sudursveitarjokull -- -



Table 2. (Continued) Names of the glaciers of the Vatnajokull group.

I Modern name Alternative names/spelling variations

Sulujokull -

-- Tungnarjoklar

TUNGNAFELLSJOKULL and its outlet glaciers (fig. 2B):

TUNGNA- FLIOTSIOKULL
FELLSJOKULL

Hagajokull fremri Hagajoklar, Fremri-Hagajokull
Hagajokull innri Hagajoklar, Innri-Hagajokull

Named glaciers on Sneefell (fig. 2C):

Axlarjokull --

Dékkuroarjokull Grjotarjoklar, Tviburajoklar
Ljosurdarjokull Grjotarjoklar, Tviburajéklar
Sotajokull Halsajokull

Introduction 7

Historic names

SPRENGISANDSJOKULL, SANDJOKULL, TUNG-
NAJOKULL, and BLANYPUJOKULL

In the compilation of this book, an effort was made to cite every geographic
place-name of Iceland’s glaciers that has either (1) appeared in the historic and
scientific literature, (2) been published on individual maps or on formal (official)
map series of Iceland [maps or map series published by the Danish General Staff/

Danish Geodztic Institute, Landmeelingar {slands (LMI) (Iceland Geodetic Survey/
National Land Survey of Iceland), and U.S. Army Map Service (AMS)/U.S. Defense
Mapping Agency (DMA)/National Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA)/National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA)], or (3) been included on maps in scientific
books and journal articles. Published documents, such as books, journal articles,
and maps, represent edifed source material, that has been formally reviewed techni-
cally, thereby giving place-names described in this book an imprimatur of authority.
Topographic and other thematic maps published by the National Land Survey of
Iceland at various scales, however, often have a marked inconsistency in geographic
location, spelling, and choice of names of glaciers or an inexplicable absence of
glacier names, including the latest 1:50,000-scale map series, C761, which still (in
2008) only covers approximately 50 percent of Iceland.

Examples of the source materials used include the 1:50,000-scale fjordungs-
blod (118 map sheets), the 1:100,000-scale atlasblod (renamed atlaskort, 87 map
sheets), the 1:250,000-scale adalkort yfir fsland (and new series, 9 map sheets),
and the 1:250,000-scale jardfraedikort af Islandi (Geological Map of Iceland, old
and new) series (9 map sheets published or in preparation), the 1:50,000-scale U.S.
Army Map Service (AMS) Series C762 maps (297 map sheets), the 1:50,000-scale
Landmalingar fslands (LMI)/U.S. Defense Mapping Agency (DMA), (LMI/DMA)
maps (199 LMi/200 DMA map sheets), as well as maps and articles in various
Icelandic reports and journals (for example, Jokull (1), Arbok Ferdafélags Islands
(AFI), Nattirufredingurinn], Landio pitt (6 volumes), various foreign reports and
scientific journals (for example, Journal of Glaciology, Annals of Glaciology,
Geografisk Tidsskrift, Petermanns Geographische Mitteilungen, Fluctuations
of Glaciers/World Glacier Inventory (International Association of Hydrological
Sciences, UNEP, and UNESCO), Geografiska Annaler), Porvaldur Thoroddsen’s
many publications, especially his four-volume Ferdabok series (1913, 1914a, b,
1915) and his Lysing Islands (v. 2, V11, Joklar, 1911), Sigurdur Thorarinsson (1943),
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Figure 2. B, Map of TUNGNAFELLSJOKULL
and its outlet glaciers; and C, map of glaciers
on Sneefell.
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Table 3. Names of the glaciers of the Myrdalsjokull group.

[--, not classified]

Alternative names/spelling

. Historic names
variations

Modern name

MYRDALSJOKULL and its outlet glaciers ( fig. 3A):

MYRDALSJOKULL MIPDALSJOKULL, AUSTURJOKULL, EYJAFJALLAJOKULL,

MIRDALSJOKULL, and HOFPABREKKUJOKULL, HOFPAJOKULL, HOFPARJOKULL,
MYDALSJOKULL KOTLUGJARJOKULL, KOTLUJOKULL, SOLHEIMAJOKULL,
AUSTURJOKLAR, and PYKKVABZAJARJOKULL

Entujokull - -
Hafursarjokull -- --

-- - Hrunakvislarjokull
Hrunarjoklar -- --

Huldujéokull Hvitijokull --
Jokulsargilsjokull -- --
Klifurarjokull Klifandajokull, Klifandijékull -
Krossarjokull -- --

Kotlujokull Héfoabrekkujokull Kotlufalljokull
Sandfellsjokull -- --

Sléttjokull Meelifellsjokull --
Sélheimajokull - -
Thoroddsengletscher -- --

Tungnakvislarjokull - -

Oldufellsjokull - -
Names of internal ice domes:

“GODABUNGA” - -
“HABUNGA” “HAABUNGA” --
“MERKURJOKULL” “pPORSMERKURJOKULL”  Merkrjokull

Ice-margin names:

Botnjokull -- Emstrujokull, Botnjokull
Godalandsjokull - -
Hrunajokull - -

-- -- Sélheimajokull
EYJAFJALLAJOLKULL and its outlet glaciers fig. 3B):

EYJAFJALLAJOKULL AUSTURJOKULL, HAJOKULL
Akstadajokull Kaplaskardsjokull --

Gigjokull Falljékull Skridjokull

Hvannarjokull -- --

Kaldaklifsjokull - -

Seljavallajokull -- Tungugilsjokull
Steinsholtsjokull -- --
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Table 3. (Continued) Names of the glaciers of the Myrdalsjokull group.

Alternative names/spelling

Modern name Historic names

variations
TORFAJOKULL and Kaldaklofsjokull (fig. 3C):
TORFAJOKULL - -
Kaldaklofsjokull -- --
Tindfjallajolkull and Blesarjokull (fig. 3D):
Tindfjallajokull Tindafjallajékull --
Blesarjokull - -
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Figure 3. A, Map of MYRDALSJOKULL and its outlet glaciers.
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Figure 3. D, Map of Tindfjallajokull and
Blesarjokull.
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Table 4. Names of the Glaciers of the Hofsjokull Group.
[--, not classified]
Modern name gllemative pa.meslspellmg Historic names
variations
HOFSJOKULL and its outlet glaciers (fig. 4A):
HOFSJOKULL - ARNARFELLSJOKULL

Austari-Jokulsarjokull -- --
Alftabreldujokull - -
Blautukvislarjokull -- --
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Table 4. (Continued) Names of the Glaciers of the Hofsjokull Group.

Modern name

Nauthagajokull!
Rétarjokull
Stujokull

Tungufonn
Tvifellsjokull
bjoérsarjokull
Dbverfellsjokull

Name of internal ice dome:

“MIKLAFELL”

Ice-margin names:

Alternative names/spelling
variations
Olafsfellsjokull

Eystri-Satujokull,
Lambahraunsjéklar

Lambahraunsjoklar

Named glaciers of Kerlingarfjoll (Kerlingarfjallajoklar) (fig. 4B):

Borgarjokull
Botnajokull
Fannborgarjokull
Hangandi
Hattarjokull
Jokulkinn
Kisujokull
Langafonn

Lodmundarjokull eystri

Lodmundarjokull vestri

Meenisfonn
Meaenisjokull
Skessujokull

Eystri-Lodmundarjokull,
Innri-Loomundarjokull

Vestri-Lodmundarjokull,
Ytri-Lodomundarjokull

Glaciers mapped in 1942 which have since disappeared (melted):

Forseelujokull

Snétarjokull

Historic names

Eyfirdingajckull

'Possible surge-type glacier.
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Figure 4. A, Map of HOFSJOKULL and its outlet glaciers.
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Figure 4. B, Map of glaciers in Kerlingarfjoll (Kerlingarfjallajoklar).

and Sigurjon Rist (1985). The latter reference (Rist, 1985) is of special importance
in providing names of glaciers (and snow patches) throughout Iceland, with the
exception of most of the outlet glaciers of Vatnajokull and the other ice caps, which
Rist did not list separately. Rist’s (1985) unpublished text, map, and transmittal letter
are reproduced in the appendix of this book.

The first immigrants to Iceland, the Norse from Norway but also Norse and
Celts from the British Isles and Ireland and Norse from other parts of Scandinavia,
brought the word jokull (glacier) with them and began the process of naming
Iceland’s glaciers, a process that still continues today (see Bjornsson, 1988). As
noted by @strem and Haakensen (1993), the oldest Norwegian word for glacier still
in use in Norway is jekul, meaning ice cap; for example, the sixth largest glacier in
Norway is Hardangerjokulen. The first Icelanders noted the milky color of rivers
that descended from the highlands and called them Hvita or Jokulsa, correctly
drawing the inference that such rivers had their source in a jokull, as was their expe-
rience in Norway (compare Thorarinsson, 1960, although contradicted in Egilssaga,

Snorri Sturlason’s early 13th century saga). The Book of Settlements-Landnamabok
(Palsson and Edwards, 1972; Benediktsson, 1986) refers to numerous Jokulsa.
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Table 5. Names of the glaciers of the Langjokull group.

[--, not classified]

Modern name Alternative names/spelling variations Historic names

LANGJOKULL and its outlet glaciers (fig. 5):

LANGJOKULL LANGJOKULL LANGIJOKULL
Flosajokull -- -
Hagafellsjokull eystri Hagafellsjokull, Eystri-Hagafellsjékull, --
Hagavatnsjokull syori
Hagafellsjokull vestari  Hagafellsjokull, Hagafellsjokull vestri,  Skjaldbreidarjokull
Vestri-Hagafellsjokull, Vestari-Haga-
fellsjokull
Kirkjujokull - -
Leidarjokull -- --
Lonsjokull -- --
Norourjokull Nyrori-Skridjékull, Nyroriskridjokull --
Sudurjékull! Fremri-Skridjokull -
Pristapajokull’ Hallmundarjékull --
Name of contiguous ice cap:
GEITLANDSJOKULL - SUDURJOKLAR
Names of internal ice domes:
“BALDJOKULL” - -
Historic Ice margin names:
Blafellsjokull - -
Geitlandsjokull -- --
Regnbudarjokull - --
Skjaldbreidarjokull -- -
PORISJOKULL (fig. 5) THORISDALURJOKULL SUPURJOKLAR
EIRIKSJOKULL and its outlet glaciers (fig. 5):
EIRIKSJOKULL BALLJOKULL,
ARNARVATNSJOKULL
Braekur eystri Eystri Beekur, Breekur, Brokarjoklar -
Brzekur vestri Vestri Beekur, Breekur, Brokarjoklar -
Klofajokull Storijokull --
Porvaldsjokull -- --
Ogmundarjokull - -
Name of part of LANGJOKULL:
Blafellsjokull -- Blafellsjokull
-- - Balldjokull, Balljokull
Okjokull Ok -
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Table 5. (Continued) Names of the glaciers of the Langjokull group.

Modern name

Alternative names/spelling variations Historic names

HRUTFELLSJOKULL and its outlet glaciers (fig. 5):

HRUTFELLSJOKULL HRUTAFELLSJOKULL, REGNBUPA- --
JOKULL, REGNBOGAJOKULL,
REGNBUDAJOKLAR
Midjokull brijokull --
Norodvesturjokull -- --
Vesturjokull brijokull -
Other glaciers (fig. 5):
Skardsheidarjokull Hornsardalsjékull
IPossible surge-type glacier.
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Figure 5. Map of LANGJOKULL and its outlet glaciers, PORISJIOKULL, EIRIKSJOKULL and its outlet glaciers, Okjokull, and
HRUTFELLSJOKULL and its outlet glaciers.



Figure 6. Map of SNZEFELLSJOKULL and

its outlet glaciers.
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Table 6. SNAEFELLSJOKULL and the names of its outlet glaciers.

[--, not classified]

Alternative names/ N
Modern name . »m Historic names
spelling variations

SNAFELLSJOKULL - SNJOFELLSJOKULL, SNJOFJALLSJOKULL,
JOKULL, VESTURJOKULL
Blagilsjokull -
Hélatindajokull --
Hyrningsjokull --
Jokulhalsjokull -
Kviahntksjokull --
23°48' 23°46' 23°44'
0 5 1KILOMETER
8. I T
%%,
./o‘*
7
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64°47' —
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Table 7. Names of the glaciers of Vestfirdir (Vestfjardajoklar).

[--, not classified]

Alternative names/

I Modern name

DRANGAJOKULL and its outlet glaciers (fig. 7A):

Historic names

spelling variations

DRANGAJOKULL - -
Kaldalénsjokull Lonjokull --
Leirufjaroarjokull -- Leirujokull
Ljétarjokull -- -
Reykjarfjaroarjokull -- --
Pbaralatursjokull -- --
Name of internal ice dome:
“JOKULBUNGA” - -
Historic ice-margin name:
Lonsjokull Lonjokull --
Other glaciers (fig. 7B):
Lambadalsskardsfonn -- --
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Figure 7. Map of Vestfjardajoklar:
A, DRANGAJOKULL and its outlet glaciers.
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Figure 7. Map of Vestfjardajoklar: B, other glaciers.

Names of specific glaciers are in some of the Icelandic sagas (Jonsson, 1948,

1953; Hreinsson, 1997) and other documents, including Balljokull in Bardar saga
Sneefellsdss, Grettis saga, and Armanns saga; EYJAFJALLAJOKULL in Njdls
saga; GEITLANDSJOKULL in Bdrdar saga Sneefellsdss; HOFDARJOKULL
[MYRDALSJOKULL]in Légmannsanndll; Jokull [SNAEFELLSJOKULL] in Atla
saga Otryggssonar; Snjofell [SNAFELLSJOKULLY] in Bdrdar saga Sneefellsdss
and Armanns saga; SNAFELLSJOKULL in Landnamabok, Eiriks saga rauda,
Bardar saga Sncefellsass, and Viglundar saga; S6lheimajokull in Konungsannall
and Sturlunga: Arna saga byskups; and Sudurjoklar [probably PORISJOKULL and
GEITLANDSJOKULL] in Landndmabok.

Although the early Icelanders and their descendents gave names to prominent
geographic features throughout Iceland, it was not until maps began to be published
(Hermannsson, 1931) that such place-names became known to non-Icelanders.

It was not until the 16th century (Sigurdsson, 1971) that glacier place-names began
to appear on maps of Iceland, but many maps of Iceland until the late 16th century
showed no glaciers. In 1539, Olaus Magnus, on the Iceland part of Carta Marina,
showed “Iokel” where SNAEFELLSJOKULL is located. In 1569, Gerhard Mercator
showed “Snauel Jokel” and Abraham Ortelius, in 1570, showed “Snauel iokel.”
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Table 8. Names of the glaciers of Nordurland (Nordurlandsjoklar).

[--, not classified]

I Modern name

Trollaskagi (fig. 8A):

Barkardalsjokull
Bessahladajokull
Brimnesdalsjokull
Bréndujokull
Bungujokull
Burfellsjokull
Baegisarjokull
Deildardalsjokull
Feéeggstadadalsjokull
Fossarjokull
Fremri-Lambarjékull
Galgagilsjokull
Gislajokull
Glerardalsjokull
Gljufurarjokull
Gloppujokull
Grasarjokull
Grytudalsjokull eystri
Grytudalsjokull vestri
Greenavatnsjokull
Hafrarjokull
Hagardalsjékull
Hamrajokull
Halsjokull
Heidinnamannajokull
Heljardalsjokull
Heljarjokull
Heljarskalarjokull
Hestarjokull
Hédinsdalsjokull
Hédinsskardajokull
Hjaltadalsjokull
Hnjotajokull
Hofsarjokull
Hofsdalsjokull
Holardalsjokull
Holarfjallsjékull nyrori
Holarfjallsjokull syori
Holadalsjokull (cirque glacier)

Holadalsjékull (mountain glacier)

Alternative names/spelling variations

Barkarjokull

Brandarjokull

Seljadalsjokull, Hajokull

Vindheimajokull eystri

Eystri-Grytudalsjokull

Vestri-Grytudalsjokull

Greenavatnsjokull eystri, Greenavatnsjokull vestri
Hafrardalsjokar

Hamarsjékull
bverdalsjokull
Hédinsjokull
Skardsarjokull

Historic
names



Table 8. (Continued) Names of the glaciers of Nordurland (Nordurlandsjoklar).

Modern name

Hrafnabjargajokull
Hraunardalsjokull nyrori
Hraunardalsjokull syori
Husarjokull
Hvarfdalsjokull
Hvitaleekjarjokull
(Hvitaleekjarjokull nyrori)
(Hvitalekjarjokull syori)
Hérgardalsjoklar
Hoérgarjokull
Mllagilsdalsjokull
Kambfellsjokull
Kambsarjokull
Kerlingajokull
Kerlingarjokull
Kerlingararjokull
Kirkjufjallsdragsjokull
Kistufjallsjokull
Kistujékull (cirque glacier)

Kistujokull (cirque glacier
remnants)

Klaufabrekknajokull
Klaufabrekknajokull eystri
Klaufabrekknajokull vestri
Kongsstadajokull
Kvarnarjokull

Lambardalsjokull (valley
glacier)

Lambardalsjokull (mountain
glacier)

Lambardalsjékull (cirque glacier)
Lambarjokull (cirque glacier)
Lambarjékull (mountain glacier)
Lambarjokull (cirque glacier)
Lambarjékull (mountain glacier)

Lambarjokull (mountain glacier)

Melrakkadalsjokull
Moafellsjokull
Myrkarjokull
Nautardalsjokull
Nautarjokull
Olafarhnjikajoklar

Alternative names/spelling variations

Lambarjékull
Kerlingsarjokull

Lambarjékull

Lambarjokull

Introduction

Historic
names

Langaness-
jokull

23
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Table 8. (Continued) Names of the glaciers of Nordurland (Nordurlandsjoklar).

I Modern name

Reykjadalsjokull

Sandardalsjékull (mountain
glacier remnants)

Skallardalsjokull
Skidadalsjokull
(Skioadalsjokull syori)
(Skidadalsjokull nyrdri)
Skidadalsjokull eystri
Skidadalsjokull vestri
Skrioudalsjokull
Sveipsjokull
Syori-Kroksarjokull
Scelujékull nyrori
Scelujokull syori
Teigardalsjokull
Tjarnholajokull
Trélladalsjokull
Trollajokull
Tungnahryggsjokull
Tungudalsjékull

Tvileekjajokull
Unadalsjokull
Vaskardalsjokull
Vatnsdalsjokull
Vatnsdalsjokull [1, 2, 3]
Vesturardalsjokull

Vindheimajokull

Vifilsjokull

Voroufellsjokull

Pverarjokull (mountain glaciers)
bverarjokull (mountain glacier)
bverarjékull (cirque glaciers)

bverarjokull (mountain glacier)
Glaciers east of Eyjafjordur (fig. 8B):

Grimslandsjokull
Kambsjokull
Kotajokull

Alternative names/spelling variations

Kolkujokull, Tunahryggsjokull

Ytri-Tungudalsjokull, Dyjajokull, Dyjafjallshnjiksjokull,

Dyngjuhnjuksjokull

Stadargangnajokull eystri, Stadargangnajékull vestri,

Vesturarjokull

Historic
names

Figure 8. (Atright) Map of Nordurlandsjoklar:
A, named glaciers in Trollaskagi.
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Figure 8. Map of Nordurlandsjoklar: B, named glaciers east of Eyjafjordur.

Hence, SNAFELLSJOKULL is the first Icelandic glacier name to be shown on
maps of Iceland. In 1590, Bishop Gudbrandur Porlaksson (Hermannsson, 1926)
showed 8 glaciers on the Islandia part of Theatrum orbis terrarum: Sneuels lokul,
Bald Iokul, Getlands Iokul, Arnafelds Iokul, Sand Iokul, Eyafjalla Iokul, Mydals
Iokul, and Solheima Iokul. Thorarinsson (1960) noted that an important sketch
map of Icelandic glaciers is one included in Arni Magnusson’s Chorographica
Islandica [1702—1714 (1955)], a 1704-05 map of the Sélheimajokull outlet glacier,
extending from MYRDALSJOKULL; EYJAFJALLAJOKULL is shown to the
left of MYRDALSJOKULL. In Magniisson’s (1702—1710 [1955]) Chorographica
Islandica, he includes a register with the place-names of 21 glaciers, a statement
that “Glama er jokull” [“Glama is a glacier”] (Magnusson, 1955, p. 77) and one
jokulhlaup deposit on Myrdalssandur (“Lambajokull”), with the recognition

that “Eru melakollar, en ekki jokull” [“Are gravel mounds, but not a glacier”]
(Magnusson, 1955, p. 27). Neither VATNAJOKULL nor KLOFAJOKULL is
mentioned, although one outlet glacier (Skeidararjokull) and one internal ice

cap (ORZEFAJOKULL) are noted (Arni Magnuisson, 1702—1710 [1955]). The
Jardabok of Arni Magnusson and Pall Jonsson Vidalin (1702—1712) also provides
an early written source of place-names of Iceland’s glaciers.
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Figure 8. Map of Nordurlandsjoklar: C, Landsat 2 MSS image of Tréllaskagi and environs on 27 August 1980. Landsat 2 MSS false-color
composite image 22044-12070 from the Canada Centre for Remote Sensing, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada.
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Table 9. Names of the glaciers of Austfirdir (Austfjardajoklar).

[--, not classified]

Alternative names/ .
Modern name . e Historic names
spelling variations

PRANDARJOKULL (fig. 94):
PRANDARJOKULL Thrdandarjokull MIDLANDSJOKULL, SVIDINHORNAJOKULL
HOFSJOKULL (fig. 9B):

HOFSJOKULL - HOFSJOKULL eystri, HOFSJOKULL i Loni,
HOFSJOKULL { austri

Morsarjokull (retreated into - -
HOFSJOKULL)

Other glaciers (fig. 9C):

Hjalpleysujokull - -
Hrutafellsjokull - -
Jokulbotnajokull innri -- --
Jokulbotnajékull ytri - -
Jokuldalsfonn - -
Kistufellsjokull - -
Moéskjonujokull - -
Seldalsjokull -- -

Svinadalsjokull -- -

A review of maps reproduced in the superb book by Sigurdsson (1978) shows
the addition of glacier place-names on later maps by Pérdur Porlaksson (1668)
(Hermannsson, 1926) and T.H.H. Knopf (1731-1734). Pérdur Porkelsson Vidalin
(1754) was the first Icelander to write specifically about Iceland’s glaciers and
referenced two of them (Skeidararjokull, Breioamerkurjékull), according to
Sigurdur bPorarinsson’s introduction to the 1965 reproduction (Joklarif) of and by
reference to Pordur Porkelsson Vidalin’s (1754) work. By 1766, Eggert Olafsson
(1772) (Hermannsson, 1925) had written his two-volume Reise (Travels in
Iceland 1752—1757; the English edition, published in 1975 (Olafsson and Palsson,
1975), included excerpts from the two volumes, a descriptive geographical study
of Iceland. His work included 32 place-names of glaciers of Iceland, including
11 of the 13 largest ice caps in Iceland and 3 mountain glaciers in Trollaskagi
(Deildardalsjokull, Tunahryggsjokull, and Unadalsjokull). The 1772 publication
included a map (Nyt Carte over Island) compiled in 1771 by Jon Eiriksson and
Gerhard Schoning with 25 glacier place-names (including Glaama-Iokull, which is
missing from the 1780 edition). In 1780, Jén Eiriksson and Olafur Olavius published
their edition of Nyt Carte over Island with 24 glacier place-names (Balld=I6kull,
Blaafells=Iokull, Breidamerkur=I6kull, Dranga I6kull, Eireks=I16kull, Eyafialla
[6kull, Geitlands I6kull, Heinabergs 16kull, Hofs=Iokull, Klofa I6kull, Knappafells
[6kull, Kotlugiaa [6kull, Lange=Iokull, Myrdals 16kull, Sandfells I6kull, Sidu I6kull,
Skaptaar I6kull, Skeidar=aar I6kull, Snaefells 16kull, Solheima I6kull, Tinfialla
[6kull, Torfa Iokull, Unudals I6kull, and Oreefa I6kull) (Sigurdsson, 1978, ff p. 160).
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Figure 9. Maps of Austfjardajoklar: A, PRANDARJOKULL; and
B, HOFSJOKULL.
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The first truly scientific treatise on Iceland’s glaciers, however, was the
work by Sveinn Palsson (1795 [2004]) in the last decade of the 18th century.
Palsson, a natural historian, glaciologist, meteorologist, and physician, wrote a
remarkable description of Iceland’s glaciers and associated volcanic phenomena,
including the phenomenon of jokulhlaups, or “glacier outburst floods,” that he
completed under a grant from the Natural History Society of Denmark in February
1795. His glacier treatise included planimetric maps of Iceland’s four largest ice
caps: LANGJOKULL (1792), KLOFAJOKULL or VATNAJOKULL (1794),
ARNARFELLSJOKULL or HOFSJOKULL (1794), and EYJAFJALLAJOKULL
[includes MYRDALSJOKULL] (1795), and his text provided a wealth of descrip-
tive information about these glaciers. Palsson provided names of many outlet
glaciers of VATNAJOKULL, EYJAFJALLAJOKULL, MYRDALSJOKULL,
and LANGJOKULL; however, no outlet glaciers were shown for HOFSJOKULL,
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Table 10. Names of the jokulhlaup deposits.

[Refer to figure 10. Abbreviations for map series are explained in text. Jokulhlaup deposits—Mostly unsorted boulders, cobbles, gravel, and finer grained
glacio-fluvial sediments deposited on a sandur during a glacier-outburst flood (jokulhlaup); original deposit included an accumulation of rafted blocks of glacier
ice. Deposits on Myrdalssandur and the eastern part of Skeidararsandur (Orzfi) are the result of subglacier eruptions of Katla and Orafajokull, respectively
(fig. 10)]

Location
Name Published source and (or) map
North latitude West longitude

Sudurland

MYRDALSJOKULL (Kétluhlaup)

“Austurjokull” 63°25' 18°50’ Thoroddsen (1914b, v. 3, p. 102); Jonsson (1983, p. 62; map)

“Hofoabrekkujokull” 63°25’ 18°53’ Thoroddsen (1911, p. 7; 1914b, v. 3, p. 102); AF{ 1935 (p- 23); AB 69;
C761, 19111V; Jonsson (1983, p. 62; map)

“Jokull” 63°32' 18°43’ Palsson [1795, §16 (2004, p. 83; see also Endnote No. 17, p. 152
and Endnote No. 325, p. 175—176.)] [deposits from 1755 jokulhlaup]

“Lambajokull” 63°26' 18°38’ Magnusson [1702—1714 (1955, p. 27)]; Steingrimsson [1788 (1907—1915,
p. 191)]; Benediktsson [1840 (1997, p. 221)]; Sigurdarson [1840 (1997, p.
237)]; Jonsson (1983, p. 62; map); AB 69; C762 (581711I); C761 (19111V)

“Lambeyjarjokull” 63°26' 18°38’ Palsson [1826 (1907—1915, p. 270, 277)]; probably the same as
“Lambajokull”
“Lagjokull” 63°26' 18°41" Palsson [1826 (1907—1915, p. 277)]

ORAFAJOKULL (Jokulhlaup)

“Forarjokull” 63°55’ 16°47 Thorarinsson (1958, p. 33); AFi 1993 (p. 87)
“Grasjokull/Grasjoklar” 63°55' 16°47' Thoroddsen (1’906’, p.- 193; 191 l,’p. §0; 1914, v. 3, p %44), Thorarinsson
(1958, p. 33). AFI 1937 (p. 24), AF1 1979 (p. 90), AFI 1993 (p. 87)
“Grjotjokull” 63°58' 16°49’ Thorarinsson [1958, p. 30; Grjot (jokulhlaup sediments)]; Grjotjokull
in AFT 1993 (p. 85)
“Jokull/Joklar” 63°56' 16°46’ Hannesson (1958, p. 304), “Jokull”; AFI 1937 (p. 18), “Joklar”
“Langafellsjokull” 63°58' 16°51" Thorarinsson (1958, p. 34; AFI 1993, p. 85)
“Midjokull” 63°55' 16°47" Thorarinsson (1958, p. 33), AFI 1937 (p. 24), AF1 1993 (p. 87)
“Réttarfellsjokull” 63°58' 16°50 Johann borsteinsson (oral commun., 2006; based on handwritten record by

his father, Porsteinn Johannsson)

“Svartijokull” 63°56' 16°46' Thoroddsen (1906, p. 193; 1911, p. 60; 1914b, v. 3, p. 244); AB 87; AK9
(1996); AFI 1937 (p. 24), AFi 1979 (p. 93), AFi 1993 (p. 87); Thorarinsson
(1958, p. 23, 33)
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Figure 10. Maps of jokulhlaup deposits:
A, jokulhlaup deposits on Myrdalssandur; and
B, jokulhlaup deposits in the Oraefi district.
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the least accurate of his four maps. In addition to providing the first cartographic
information about Iceland’s largest ice cap, VATNAJOKULL, he also showed

a separate ice cap to the east, PRANDARJOKULL. Although a rich source of
information about place-names of Iceland’s glaciers, Palsson’s four maps only have
qualitative cartographic value. Unfortunately, Palsson’s (1795) treatise on Iceland’s
glaciers was not published in his time. Helland (1882, 1884) published two parts of
three in the original Danish. Eyporsson and others (1945) published the complete
manuscript, diaries, and maps in Icelandic. In 2004, The Icelandic Literary Society
published an English version that was edited, extensively annotated, and illustrated
by Williams and Sigurdsson (Palsson, 2004).

The next major cartographic contribution to mapping Iceland’s glaciers was by
the Icelandic cartographer Bjorn Gunnlaugsson. His 1:480,000-scale (1848) (four
map sheets compiled in 1844; Sigurdsson, 1978, p. 256) and 1:960,000-scale (1849)
maps of Iceland added many glacier place-names and, for the first time, produced a
relatively accurate map of Iceland, especially of the interior of the country. Haraldur
Sigurdsson (1978, p. 270) said “Bjorn Gunnlaugsson’s survey and map are a great
scientific achievement, unique of its kind....” Paijkull’s 1867 geological map of
Iceland is based primarily on the 1848 Gunnlaugsson map.

The next major addition of glacier place-names came from the work of
the Icelandic geologist Porvaldur Thoroddsen. In 1892, he published Islands
Jokler 1 Fortid og Nutid (Thoroddsen, 1892), the first attempt at an inventory of
Iceland’s glaciers. Thoroddsen’s Geological Map of Iceland (Thoroddsen, 1901)
and his Die Gletscher Islands, Island-Grundriss der Geographie und Geologie
(Thoroddsen, 1906) provided additional information about Iceland’s glaciers, but
it was his Lysing Islands (v. 2, vii, Joklar) (Thoroddsen, 1911) and his four-volume
Ferdabok, Skyrslur um rannsoknir 4 {slandi 1882—1898, which he published in
1913 (Thoroddsen, 1913, v. 1), 1914 (Thoroddsen, 1914a, b, v. 2 and v. 3), and
1915 (Thoroddsen, 1915, v. 4 ), that provided the most comprehensive inventory of
Iceland’s glaciers and glacier place-names in the early 20th century.

In 1902, the Generalstaben (Danish General Staff) [later called the Geodetisk
Institut (Danish Geodetic Institute)] began a nearly four-decade effort (1902—1939)
to map Iceland, using modern mapping techniques, including geodetic ground
control and plane-table mapping (Bodvarsson, 1996). The goal was to produce 87
1:100,000-scale maps (atlasbldd; now called atlaskort) of the entire country and to
produce 1:50,000-scale maps (fjordungsblod) of the inhabited regions. The work
began in Reykjavik in 1902 and then shifted to the southeast coast in 1903. Working
clockwise around the coastal regions of Iceland, the mapping connected with the
1903 map sheet on the east coast in 1936 (see Vidauki III, Bodvarsson, 1996,

p. 279-280).

The central parts of Iceland were mapped during the 1930s, using oblique aerial
photography (Norlund, 1938, 1944), ending in 1939 (see Vidauki IV, Bédvarsson,
1996, p. 281-293). In early April 1940, Nazi Germany overran and conquered
neutral Denmark, thereby terminating Danish mapping activities in Iceland. The
1:100,000-scale maps (atlasbl6d) formed the basis for the nine 1:250,000-scale maps
(adalkort yfir fsland, and new series) of Iceland, as well as the geodetic base for the
Series C762 (1:50,000 scale) and Series 1501 [1:250,000 scale; Ground Operations
(Graphic)] maps of Iceland prepared by the U.S. Army Map Service (AMS) and later
by the U.S. Defense Mapping Agency (DMA). The Series C762 maps, however, are
not a reliable source for geographic place-names in Iceland, including its glaciers.
They are derivative maps from the Danish atlasbl6d series, have many inaccurate
place-names, including the replacement of d (eth) by dh and p (thorn) by th. An
earlier version of the 1:250,000-scale Series 1501 was AMS Series C561, published
by the U.S. Army Map Service in July 1943.
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Most important from a place-name perspective, the atlasblod (and the
fjoroungsbl60) became the formal published record of geographic place-names
in Iceland. On the reverse side of the nine adalkort yfir Island maps are listed
alphabetically the place-names printed on the map. In Bodvarsson’s (1996) excellent
book on the history of modern mapping of Iceland, between 1902 (Danish General
Staff) and the establishment of Landmalingar {slands in 1956, there is scant
discussion of geographic place-names, other than the reference on page 71 to the
field record of place-names by number placement on the map manuscript keyed
to actual name in the margin and published map on page 72 (Bodvarsson, 1996).
Examples of perspective field sketches are shown on page 72, which includes
EYJAFJALLAJOKULL and MYRDALSJOKULL in the background.

The 1:250,000-scale (adalkort yfir {sland and the new ferdakort series),
1:100,000-scale (atlasblod), and 1;50,000-scale (fjoroungsblod) maps are the
official published sources of glacier place-names of Iceland’s glaciers, and, as will
be discussed later, carry the imprimatur of a Government of Iceland publication but
without formal certification by an “Icelandic Board on Geographic Names.”

In 1928, Ferdafélag Islands published the first volume in a continuing series of
annual travel guides [Arbok Ferdafélags {slands (AFI)] that describes, with maps,
various regions in Iceland. Starting with the very first travel guides, Pjorsardalur,
in which EYJAFJALLAJOKULL and Tindafjallajokull (Tindfjallajokull) are
mentioned on page 9, the annual travel guides are a rich source of geographic
place-names of Iceland’s glaciers and natural and cultural history of each region,
and the maps in the guidebooks achieve a high cartographic standard in the more
recent volumes. In 1942, the volume Kerlingarfjoll included a list of place-names;
in 1945, the volume Hekla included a brief list of place-names; in 1962, the volume
Arnarvatnsheidi og Tvideegra initiated a comprehensive list of place-names at
the end of the book, a tradition that continues. Oftentimes, the included maps
provide the primary source for many glacier names. For example, the 1942 guide
book Kerlingarfjéll contains perspective sketches, captioned photographs, and a
sketch map (ff p. 104) of Kerlingarfj6ll that provide the names of 12 glaciers and
2 snow patches. On the 1:100,000-scale (atlasbldd) map of Kerlingarfjoll, only
three glacier place-names in Kerlingarfjoll are shown (Eystri-Lodmundarjokull,
Vestri-Lodmundarjokull, and Jokulkinn); none are shown on the 1:250,000-scale
(adalkort) maps. No glacier place-names in Kerlingarfjoll are shown on the
1:50,000-scale Series C762 map of Iceland; on the 1:50,000-scale Series C761 map
of Kerlingarfjoll, two glacier place-names are shown: Eystri-Loomundarjokull and
Vestri-Loomundarjokull. Jokulkinn is shown but only as a geographic feature, not
as a glacier place-name. Loomundarjokull eystri and Lodomundarjokull vestri are
the preferred spellings of the place-names of the two glaciers.

In the 1930s, the Icelandic meteorologist and glaciologist Jon Eyporsson began
the first systematic studies of fluctuations of Iceland’s glaciers (Eyporsson, 1931,
1935); his work also created published records of glacier place-names in journal
articles. Eyporsson’s glaciological studies and published work added a significant
number of new glacier names. With the founding of Joklarannsoknafélag Islands
(Iceland Glaciological Society) in November 1951 and the publication of the
first volume of their scientific journal Joku/l* in 1951, an annual compilation, in
tabular format, of the fluctuation of selected glaciers in Iceland was initiated that
also formalized glacier place-names, whether or not they had appeared on official

4Jokull means glacier in Icelandic; the journal was renamed the Iceland Journal of Earth Sciences in 1995
and The Icelandic Journal of Earth Sciences in 1999 but retained Jokull as the journal’s name in Icelandic.
In 1978, Jardfredafélag islands (Geoscience Society of Iceland) became a co-publisher of Jokull.
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maps in their correct location and with proper spelling. Eyporsson (1963a) also
published tables of decadal-scale fluctuations. In 1967, Sigurjon Rist, a hydrologist
and glaciologist, continued the work (Jon Eyporsson died in 1968); in 1988, Oddur
Sigurdsson, a geologist and glaciologist, assumed responsibility (Sigurjon Rist died
in 1994) for the compilation and annual publication of glacier fluctuation. The list of
glacier place-names in the “Fluctuations of Glaciers” published annually in Jokull is
an authoritative source (Sigurdsson, 1998).

Also in the 1930s, Sigurdur Porarinsson, the Icelandic geomorphologist, volca-
nologist, tephrochronologist, and glaciologist, working with the Swedish glaciolo-
gist H.W. Ahlmann (1937), began a lifelong scientific interest in Iceland’s glaciers.
Using the 1:50,000-scale (fjérdungsblod) and 1:100,000-scale (atlasbld) maps,
Thorarinsson (1943) completed an inventory and area calculation of approximately
50 of Iceland’s glaciers, comparing areas of some glaciers to areal measurements
made by Thoroddsen (1892). Of the 50 or so glaciers listed, 19 are shown for the
first time in Trollaskagi, because, until 1931, when the Danish Geodetic Institute
completed their mapping, this region had been poorly mapped, although three
glacier place-names in Trollaskagi were mentioned by Olafsson (1772) in his Reise.
As of 2007 (this compilation), there are 111 named glaciers in Tréllaskagi, including
at least 3 surge-type glaciers.

In 1985, Sigurjon Rist (1985) completed the most comprehensive preliminary
inventory of glaciers and main snow patches in Iceland to that time (see appendix).
He divided Iceland into eight regional groups (Vesturlandsjoklar, Vestfjardajoklar,
Nordurlandsjoklar, Midhalendisjoklar, Sudurlandsjoklar, Vatnajokull,
Sudausturlandsjokull, and Austfjardajoklar), further classifying the glaciers and
snow patches in each group as coastal or inland. His classification was based on
three criteria: (1) geography, (2) climate, and (3) “ease of access for simultaneous
comparison and investigation” (see appendix). Sigurjon Rist (1985) proposed
many new glacier names and endeavored to distinguish between glaciers and
snow patches; many new names ended in “fonn” or were considered to be snow
patches (for example, Trolladyngjufonn®). A closer analysis of several of the snow
patches (persistent area of perennial snow and firn) named by Rist (1985) found
that some could be reclassified as glaciers (for example, Lambadalsskardsfonn in
Vestfjardajoklar and Jokuldalsfonn in Austfjardajoklar).

Sigurjon Rist (1985) also compiled a map of “Glaciers and the Main Snow
Patches in Iceland” that accompanied his list of glacier place-names, geographic
location of unnamed glaciers, and names of snow patches (appendix). He listed 76
glacier place-names (assuming names for VATNAJOKULL, ORAFAJOKULL,
and their outlet glaciers that appeared on contemporary maps, in addition to the 13
specifically listed by him in 1985), approximately 150 unnamed glaciers, and 14
named snow patches. Sigurdsson and Williams (in press), in their comprehensive
discussion of Iceland’s glaciers in the Glaciers of Iceland volume and accompanying
1:500,000-scale map, used Sigurjon Rist’s preliminary inventory as the departure
point for their work. For the Glaciers of Iceland volume (Sigurdsson and Williams,
in press), and for this compilation, we revised Sigurjon Rist’s eight regional
groups (Vesturlandsjoklar, Vestfjardajoklar, Nordurlandsjoklar, Midhalendisjoklar,
Sudurlandsjoklar, Vatnajokull, Sudausturlandsjoklar, and Austfjardajoklar) into eight
Regional Glacier Groups: Vatnajokull Group, Myrdalsjokull Group, Hofsjokull
Group, Langjokull Group, Snafellsjokull, Vestfjardajoklar, Nordurlandsjoklar, and
Austfjaroajoklar (fig. 1). In our work on both of these publications, we owe a debt of
gratitude to our late friend and colleague, Sigurjon, who, before he was incapacitated
by a stroke, had laid the solid scientific foundation for a comprehensive inventory of
Iceland’s glaciers.

Informal glacier place-names of outlet glaciers have been published in recent
years, occasionally in scientific journal articles (for example, Sigurdsson and
Williams, 1991), but mostly resulting from radio-echosounding surveys of Iceland’s
ice caps led by Helgi Bjornsson, an Icelandic geophysicist/glaciologist. For example,
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new information about the subglacier and surface topography of ice caps has
enabled Bjornsson (1988) to subdivide the HOFSJOKULL ice cap into 21 (23 if
branches are included) ice-flow basins for each outlet glacier on the basis of surface
topography. Previously unnamed outlet glaciers were named by Helgi Bjornsson

for the glacier river that flows from the ice margin or a prominent geographic
feature. HOFSJOKULL (fig. 44) is an excellent example of the problem (lack of
consistency) of glacier place-names on official maps of Iceland. The 1:100,000-scale
(atlasbl6d) maps show names of two outlet glaciers; the 1:50,000-scale (Series
C762) maps show no outlet glacier names; the new, incomplete 1:50,000-scale
(Series C761) maps show 10; the new 1:500,000-scale Geologic Map of Iceland
(J6hannesson and Seemundsson, 1989) shows 6; Bjornsson’s (1988) base maps show
7, and his ice-flow-basins map shows 21 (23). On some maps, the northwestern
outlet glacier is called Lambahraunsjékull; on other maps it is called Satujokull
(preferred name). Nauthagajokull (preferred name) is called Olafsfellsjokull on
some maps. Spelling variations also occur. On AKS5 (1988 and 1996) (see the
following User’s Guide for a key to map abbreviations), it is Kvislajokull (preferred
name); on AK5 (1967 and 1973) it is Kvislarjokull. On AKS (1988 and 1996)

and C761 (1914-1) it is Klakkajékull; on AKS (1978) and on Map 19, Glacier 22
(Bjornsson, 1988), it is Klakksjokull (preferred name). One of the new Series C761
maps (1914-11II) incorrectly shows ARNARFELLSJOKULL, an historic name for
the entire ice cap, on the southern part of HOFSJOKULL.

The responsibility for the compilation and publication of official maps of
Iceland, until the end of 2006, lay with Landmalingar islands (National Land
Survey of Iceland), an agency of the Government of Iceland within the Ministry
of the Environment. Geographic place-names are an important aspect of any
published map, yet there is no formal institution in Iceland that has the authorized
national responsibility to certify the accuracy of spelling, geographic location,
and provenance of place-names on maps of Iceland, such as exists in other coun-
tries [for example, United States Board on Geographic Names (http.//geonames.usgs.
gov), Canadian Permanent Committee on Geographic Names (includes Canadian
Geographical Names Data Base) (futp://geonames.nrcan.gc.cd)]. There are two
institutions in Iceland, however, that deal with place-names, Ornefnastofnun
[The Place-Names Institute] and Ornefnanefnd [Committee of Place-Names].
Ornefnanefnd has three individuals on the council. Ornefnastofnun bPjédminjasafns,
founded by Pérhallur Vilmundarson in 1970, was renamed Ornefnastofnun fslands
in 1998 through legislation passed by the Icelandic Parliament. Ornefnastofnun was
incorporated into Stofnun Arna Magnussonar i islenskum fraeedum in 2006 and is
headed by Svavar Sigmundsson. Ornefnastofnun carries out scholarly research on
the historic origin and meaning of Icelandic place-names. In 1980, it published the
first volume of Grimnir (Rit um nafnfraedi), a scholarly publication dedicated to
producing a permanent published record of the toponymy of Iceland; three volumes
of Grimnir have been published to date.

The publication of this Geographic Names of Iceland’s Glaciers: Historic and
Modern provides comprehensive documentation on historic and modern place-
names of all of Iceland’s glaciers. As new maps of Iceland’s glaciers are prepared,
we expect that this compilation will become the source for the uniform spelling and
correct geographic location of each glacier place-name. As with other nations that
have national boards and geographic names, there is a compelling need to have an
authoritative board on geographic names to certify the accuracy of current place-
names and to approve newly proposed names, especially in a nation with such a rich
heritage of geographic place-names, a nation whose place-names have continued to
increase in number for more than 1,100 years, many of which have extraordinary
historic and literary significance.
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User’s Guide

The following section of Geographic Names of Iceland s Glaciers: Historic
and Modern lists the place-names of Iceland’s glaciers alphabetically. For each
glacier place-name, the published source for the name is cited. Maps and oblique
aerial photographs and (or) satellite images of each named glacier provide additional
documentation. Photographs taken by Oddur Sigurdsson, National Energy Authority
of Iceland (Hydrological Service) are indicated by O.S., NEA. Photographs taken by
Richard S. Williams, Jr., U.S. Geological Survey (Woods Hole Science Center) are
indicated by R.S.W., USGS.

In alphabetizing Icelandic letters, vowels with a diacritic follow vowels without
one (for example; a, &, 1, 1 ), and the last three letters of the Icelandic alphabet
are p, &, and 6. Preferred place-names of ice caps, including two contiguous
ice caps, OREFAJOKULL and GEITLANDSJOKULL, in present-day use
and shown on published map series and names used by Jon Eyporsson, Sigurjon
Rist, and Oddur Sigurdsson in Jéku!// in tables of glacier fluctuations, are given
in bold upper-case letters (DRANGAJOKULL). Names of internal ice domes
(“JOKULBUNGA”) are shown with quotation marks in upper-case letters. Preferred
usage of place-names of outlet glaciers and other glaciers is in bold lower-case
letters (Skaftafellsjokull). Historic names of ice caps are shown in upper-case
letters (ARNARFELLSJOKULL); historic names of outlet glaciers and other
glaciers are shown in lower-case letters (Blafellsjokull). Alternative names shown
on published map series, provisional names, and informal names (glacier names
that have not appeared on official Landmzlingar {slands maps and map series and
have not been published in Jokull in Fluctuations of Glaciers) are shown in italicized
lower-case letters (Jokulsargilsjokull). Names of surge-type glaciers are underlined
(Kaldalonsjokull). Jokulhlaup deposits [table 10 and map (fig. 10)] are shown with
quotation marks in lower-case letters (“Lambajokull”). Snow patches (table 11) are
shown in lower-case letters, followed by an asterisk (Haafellsjokull*).

Key to typographical convention used in the text to differentiate glacier place-names

Ice caps and contiguous ice caps ORAFAJOKULL bold, upper case
Historic names of ice caps ARNARFELLSJOKULL upper case
Internal ice domes “JOKULBUNGA” upper case, quotation marks
Outlet glaciers/other glaciers Skaftafellsjokull bold, lower case
Historic names of out.let glacie?rs/ Blafellsjokull Jower case
other glaciers and ice-margins
Altemat.ive, provisional, and Jokulsargilsjokull italic, lower case
informal names
Surge-type glaciers Kaldalonsjokull bold, underlined
Jokulhlaup deposits “Lambajokull” lower case, quotation marks

Snow patches Haafellsjokull* lower case, asterisk
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Additional information provided includes the Regional Glacier Group in
which the glacier is located, latitude and longitude of the approximate glacier
center (for ice caps, two sets of bounding coordinates are given), and descriptive
summary paragraph. The summary paragraph includes glacier type, Regional
Glacier Group map reference (Vatnajokull Group, Myrdalsjokull Group, Hofsjokull
Group, Langjokull Group, Snafellsjokull, Vestfjardajoklar, Nordurlandsjoklar, and
Austfjardajoklar), special characteristics of the glacier (for example, surge-type),
alternative names, and citations to the published source of the name (historic and
modern maps and publications). Table 1, modified from table 3 in Palsson (2004,

p. xxxi), provides a guide to English and Icelandic terms used in the classifica-

tion of glaciers. The most common types of glaciers in Iceland are ice caps, outlet
glaciers, and cirque glaciers. Citations to authors of books, journal articles, and
maps are as complete as possible, although single-page citations are often given
where the name is cited multiple times in a volume, common in the AFI series.

For a map series, generally only one edition is cited if all subsequent editions

carry the same place-name. In many cases, a glacier name is not shown on earlier
editions of a map series (for example, Af9) but is added to later editions; in the
latter case the edition year is added for first appearance [for example, A9 (1976) for
Fjallsjokull]. For the AK map series, the latest editions of AK1-9 are usually cited
to show the most current usage. The following table provides abbreviations for maps
cited on which the glacier place-name appears. Maps AB, Al, AK, available C762,
C761, JIB, JIK, JIN, and various sérkort (special maps) can be purchased from
I8nu, Brautarholti 8, IS-105 Reykjavik, Island (ICELAND). [Tel: 354-562-3376;
Fax: 354-562-3497; e-mail: ferdakort@ferdakort.is; URL: http://www.ferdakort.is].
Important historic maps, FB, GMIP, GMIT, NCOI, and Ul, are also cited. FB, the
118 1:50,000-scale fjoroungsblod series published by the Danish Geodetic Institute,
are available for review at Landmzlingar islands (National Land Survey of Iceland),
Stillholt 16-18, I1S-300 Akranes, Island (Iceland) but are no longer available for
sale. All other historic maps are available as facsimiles in either Sigurdsson (1978)
(for example, NCOI and UT) or in map archives such as at Landsbokasafn {slands
(National Library of Iceland) [http://kort.bok.hi.is/kort.php].

Tradition of Icelandic Glacier Place-Names

The tradition of Icelandic place-names was inherited mostly from Norway
during the settlement period about 11 centuries ago. Because of the extraordinary
conservation of the Icelandic language, most of the place-names that have survived
for a millennium are easily understood by modern Icelanders. In a way, they can be
considered transparent in meaning. Making up new place-names in this tradition is
still a living process among Icelanders.

Glacier place-names in Iceland, in particular, have a customary two-part
(compound word) form with very few exceptions. The first part is descriptive,
and the second part is -jokull [glacier]. In this compilation, 269 place-names
of ice caps (including two contiguous ice caps, GEITLANDSJOKULL and
ORAFAJOKULL), outlet glaciers, ice-flow basins, ice streams, mountain glaciers,
cirque glaciers, and valley glaciers are in present-day (modern) use. This total
does not include place-names of six additional glaciers: three mountain glaciers
that melted and two distributary outlet glaciers that receded into the primary outlet
glacier and one outlet glacier which receded into its parent ice cap during the latter
half of the 20th century. The descriptive word preceding jokull in each glacier
place-name is either a landscape (including lake, mountain, valley, geologic) feature
(53 percent), river or stream issuing from the glacier (20 percent), nearby farmstead
(11 percent), cultural feature or term/political subdivision (7 percent), geometry or
position (5 percent), and person or folklore figure (4 percent).


ferdakort@ferdakort.is
[http://kort.bok.hi.is/kort.php].
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Table 11. Names of snow patches.

[Abbreviations for map series are explained in text. Snow patch—"“An isolated mass of perennial snow and firn not large enough to be called a glacier.”
(Neuendorf, K.K.E., Mehl, J.P., Jr., and Jackson, J.A., eds., 2005, p. 608). In Iceland, fonn is used to describe a snow patch in the highlands or mountains;
in layman’s terms, it is also used to describe snow in general. Fonn is also used by Rist (1985) for the name of a former glacier in Hraundalur, Fannardalur,
Nordfjordur; it is now considered to be a perennial snow patch]

Location
Names Source/remarks
North latitude = West longitude

Vesturland
Glamujokull* 65°49' 23°00’ Sigurdsson (2004)
Hattardalsjokull* 65°55' 23°05' Rist (1985)
Haafellsjokull* 65°54' 21°33’ Haukur Johannesson, oral commun., 2005
Ofeigsfiardarjokull* 66°02' 21°57 Magntisson [1702—1714 (1955, p. 77)]
Skjaldfonn* 66°02.6' 22°20.4' Hjaltason (1949, p. 112)

Nordurland
Afglapaskardsjokull* 65°35' 18°53’ Haberle (1991, p. 185)
Brekkudalsfonn* 65°22' 18°22' Rist (1985)
Dyjajokull* 65°45' 18°32' Hiberle (1991, p. 185)
Eilifsdalsjokull*/Eilifsardalsjokull* 66°04 18°15' AF12000 (p. 151, 292)
Fremrijokull* 65°27 17°49 Gudmundur Gunnarsson, local farmer, oral commun., 2005
Galtarhnjoksfonn* 65°16' 18°26’ Rist (1985)
Geldfjarskalarjokull* 65°36' 18°48’ Haberle (1991, p. 185)
Grjotardalsjokull* 65°32' 18°41' Haberle (1991, p. 185)
Haafjallsjokull* 65°34 18°38' Hiberle (1991, p. 185)
Heimarijokull* 65°28' 17°49’ Shown on map AB73 (1935 and 1972)
Hjaltadalsheidarjokull* 65°36' 18°53' Vigfusson [1843 (1954, p. 124)]
Kirkjufjallsjokull* 65°31' 18°31" Héberle (1991, p. 186) and Escritt (n.d., p. 36)
Rauduskridudalsjokull* 65°27' 18° 36’ Hiberle (1991, p. 186)
Seldalsjokull* 65° 23’ 18° 37 Haberle (1991, p. 186) and Escritt (n.d., p. 36)
Skardsardalsjoklar® 65° 41’ 18° 44/ Héberle (1991, p. 185)
Snjoéskalarfonn* 65°18' 18°19’ Rist (1985)
Torfnahnjuksfonn* 65°12' 18°17' Rist (1985)
Tungujokull* 65°54' 19°01" borvaldsson [1840 (1954, p. 179)]
Ulfarskalarfonn*/Ulfarjokull* (fig. 186) 65°17' 18°18' Rist (1985), J7 (p. 56, 57), AFi 1991 (p. 176)

Prastarholsskardsjokull* 65° 48’ 18°20 Hiéberle (1991, p. 186)
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Table 11. (Continued) Names of snow patches.

Names

Skridufonn *
Trolladyngjufonn*

Oskjufonn*

Brattafonn*
Langafonn*

Lagjokull*

Fonn* (Nordfjardarjokull®)

Gagnheidarjokull*
Hornbrynjujokull*
Hroéarsdalsjokull*
Langafonn*

Skumbhattarfonn*

Location
Source/remarks
North latitude ~ West longitude
Midhaland
64°22' 20°41' Rist (1985)
64°54' 17°15' Rist (1985)
65°01" 16°43' Rist (1985)
Suéurland
63°38' 19°26' Melted away; no longer exists; map series C761 (18121I)
63°59' 19°42’ Kjartansson in AFI 1945 (p. 126, 130)
63°37' 19°26’ Sigurdsson (2004, p. 58)
Austurland
65°09’ 14°06’ Rist (1985), Jonsson (1953, v. X, p. 142, 144), Olavius [1780
(1965, v. 2, p. 124)], Palsson [1795 (2004, p. 4)], Kalund
[1877 (1984, v. IV, p. 42)], AFI 1955 (p. 12), Thorarins-
son (1943, p. 17). Nordfjardarjokull* is an alternative name
(Gunnarsson, 1950 [1876])
64°58' 14°19' Rist (1985)
64°52' 14°56 Oddsson [1638 (1942, p. 103)]
64°57" 14°21" AFI 1955 (p. 12), AFi 2002 (p. 207)
64°42' 14°33' AFi 2002 (p. 78, map on p. 72)
65°03' 14°29’ Rist (1985)
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2 Name of map or map series Scale Publication date(s)
Maps and Map Series with Place Names of Glaciers
AB | atlasbl6d [renamed atlaskort; series of 87 maps] 1:100,000 | 1902-1939
Al | adalkort yfir fsland [old series of 9 maps (1-9)] 1:250,000 | 1910 to about 1991
AK | adalkort [ new series of 9 maps (1-9); includes ferdakort maps in 1:250,000 | from about 1987 to present
some cases|
C762 | U.S. Army Map Service AMS series of 297 maps 1:50,000 | 1950-1951
C761 | Landmalingar islands (LMI)/Defense Mapping Agency (DMA) 1:50,000 | 1977— ( ~50 percent completed as of
[subsequently called the National Imagery and Mapping Agency 2006; 21st century priorities of NGA
(NIMA), now called the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency preclude completion of series)
(NGA)], [series of 199 (LMI) and 200 (NGA) maps]
FB | fjordungsblod (old series of 118 maps) 1:50,000 | 1905-15; more recent
GMIP | Geological Map of Iceland (C.W. Paijkull) 1:1,920,000 | 1867
GMIT | Geological Map of Iceland (Porvaldur Thoroddsen) 1:600,000 | 1901
JB | Jardfredikort af Islandi berggrunnur (Haukur Johannesson and 1:500,000 | 1989, 1998
Kristjan Seemundsson)
JIK Jardfreedikort af Islandi [Gudmundur Kjartansson (5 sheets of 9 1:250,000 | 1-1969; 2-1968; 3—1960; 5-1965;
published; sheet 4 was reportedly completed but, unfortunately, lost 6-1962
before publication)]
JIN Jardfreedikort afislana’i [new series; 5 sheets of 9 published] 1:250,000 | 2-1994; 3—-1980; 6-1982; 7-1977;
(2—Haukur Jéhannesson) (3—Kristjan Seemundsson and Sigmundur 9-1985
Einarsson) (6—Haukur Johannesson, Sveinn P. Jakobsson, and
Kristjan Seemundsson) (7—Kristjan Seemundsson) (9—Helgi
Torfason)
NCOI* | Nyt Carte over Island (Jon Eiriksson and Gerhard Schening) 1771
NCOI* | Nyt Carte over Island (Jén Eiriksson and Olafur Olavius) 1780
Ul | Uppdrattr Islands (Bjérn Gunnlaugsson) 1:480,000 | 1848
No. 1 — Sudvestr-Fjordungr
No. 2 — Sudaustr-Fjoroungr
No. 3 — Nordaustr-Fjoroungr
No. 4 — Norovestr-Fjoroungr
*The names of 24 of the glaciers shown on the two editions of NCOI are identical, except that a 25th name, Glaama-Idkull, only appears on
the 1771 edition.

Icelandic Scientific Journals and Book Series with Place Names of Glaciers**

Year First Published
AFl | Arbok Feroafélags Islands [continuous publication since
1928—(1928-)]
I | Jokull 1951—(v. 1-)

*#*Citations in the descriptive summary paragraph for Arbék Ferdafélags Islands are as follows: AFT 1960 (p. 66). Because of occasional
publication delays, Jokull's volume number and published date are not always consistent; therefore citations in the descriptive summary
paragraph are either J14 (p. 70-75) or the author of the article in Jokull is given as a standard citation.
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